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Gloucester Musical Festival, continued from p. 126, 

On Thursday morning, there were three attractive pieces 
in the. sacred performance, viz., Engedi (the "Mount of 
Olives"), Rossini's Stabat Mater, and Spohr's Last Judg- 
ment. Mr. S. Reeves, being actually confined to his bed, 
was unable to appear, and the music allotted to him was 
sung by Mr. Montem Smith. Madame Novello surpassed 
herself in all the principal soprano music, and never was 
her magnificent voice heard to greater perfection. The 
other solo parts were sustained by Mrs. Hepworth, Miss 
Lascelles, Mr. M. Smith, and Mr. Thomas, who contributed 
to render this a most successful performance. 

The third and last evening concert, included a variety of 
miscellaneous pieces, and the audience were much gratified 
with the selection. Miss Summerhayes, a young pianist 
of great promise, was received with every manifestation of 
delight, and was encored in Wallace's fantasia on " Robin 
Adair." The singers were the same as on the previous 
occasion. 

On Friday morning, the Messiah attracted one of the 
largest audiences ever assembled in Gloucester Cathedral, 
and the performance was probably the best during the 
week. All the singers were at their post, including Mr. 
S. Reeves, who had been able in a great measure to recover 
his powers. The choruses, sung by the united choirs of 
Gloucester, Worcester, and Hereford, were maiked by 
their usual precision, and great pains had evidently been 
taken to render their part in the performance altogether 
perfect. 

The following is an account of the numbers that have 
attended the performance during the week: — Tuesday 
morning (Cathedral), 1700 ; evening concert, 415; Wed- 
nesday morning, 1450 ; evening, 350; Thursday morning, 
1546; evening, 642: Friday morning, 2800. The col- 
lections were as follow : — Tuesday, £201 Is. 6d. ; Wed- 
nesday, £161 lis. 4d.; Thursday, £214 3s. 6d.; Friday, 
£450 18s. lid.; total, £1033 15s. 3d. 



GLASGOW MUSICAL FESTIVAL. 

We find from a Prospectus just issued, that the people 
of Scotland are bestirring themselves in the cause of 
Music, and that there is every prospect of a Musical Fes- 
tival on a grand scale being held at Glasgow in the ensuing 
year. The Prospectus is headed by a very numerous list 
of patrons, including the highest of the nobility and gentry 
of the country. The name of Her Majesty is the first of 
the list, followed by the Prince Consort, the Duke of 
Cambridge, and about thirty noblemen, besides a great 
number of the most influential of the aristocracy. The 
trustees are Alexander Harvey, Esq., of Govenhangh ; 
James M'Clelland, Esq., of the Institute of Accountants 
and Actuaries in Glasgow ; William Paul, Esq., of the 
Commercial Bank of Scotland, and the Treasurer and 
Secretary of the Choral Union. 

It appears that, until within a comparatively recent 
period, the performance of a single oratorio in a suitable 
manner, in Scotland, generally resulted in pecuniary loss ; 
and, as a natural consequence, works of that class have 
been produced less frequently than their pre-eminent 
merit demanded. But during "the last few years, a grati- 
fying improvement has been perceptible in the public taste, 
— an increased interest has been manifested in the highest 
class of Music, — and it is therefore believed that the time 
has now arrived when the design of a Musical Festival 
will obtain adequate support, and be regarded as an ap- 
propriate expression of the public appreciation of one of 
the most ennobling of the Fine Arts. 

These considerations have induced the proposal to cele- 
brate, in February, 1860, under the auspices of the Glasgow 
Choral Union, the First Musical Festival of the town, — 
the profits of which are to be applied in aid of the Glasgow 
Royal Infirmary and the Asylum for the Blind. The 
musical arrangements contemplated are on a scale suited 
to the character of the undertaking. The festival will 
embrace three complete oratorios and a grand miscellaneous 



concert. The first of these will be the Elijah of Men- 
delssohn. The second concert will be miscellaneous. At 
the third, it is intended to produce a new oratorio by 
Horsley, entitled Gideon; and the Messiah will be per- 
formed on the last day of the four. The design is to en- 
gage a competent number of solo vocalists of acknowledged 
excellence. The orchestra will be composed of eminent 
London and provincial artistes, and the chorus will consist 
of the members of the Glasgow Choral Union, at present 
numbering about 250, but who will probably be largely 
increased before the end of the current year. 

The expenses of such a festival are manifestly of great 
importance, and the projectors have determined upon 
insuring a guarantee against too heavy a responsibility by 
obtaining subscriptions beforehand. In order to raise tho 
requisite amount, they have arranged that a subscription 
of two guineas shall entitle the subscriber to one ticket 
for the reserved seats at each of the four concerts, and a 
subscription of £2 10s. will secure two tickets for either 
the two first or two last concerts. A corresponding number 
of additional tickets will be supplied to those who are 
inclined to further the undertaking by increasing their 
subscriptions. The Glasgow Choral Union has now been 
in existence for sixteen years ; during that period they 
have produced some of the best compositions of the great 
masters, and it is gratifying to find that the efforts of the 
society have successfully promoted the cultivation of 
Music in Glasgow. This is sufficient to prove that the 
Choral Union are entitled to the confidence of the public 
in the important undertaking of inaugurating a Grand 
Musical Festival. 
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ISfief Chronicle of the last fttonth. 



Abingdon. — On the 8th of September, the members of 
the Musical Association held their first meeting for this 
season at the Council Chamber. Mozart's Twelfth Mass 
was the programme selected for the opening night, which 
was given with considerable taste and spirit for a society 
consisting entirely of amateurs. At the next meeting 
Beethoven's Mass in C will be performed. During the past 
season (1858 — U) this Society has held twenty-eight 
meetings for the practice of classical music. 

Amersham (Bucks). — A morning and evening concert 
was given on the 31st of August, by Mr. W. H. Birch, 
organist of St. Mary's. The vocalists engaged were Miss 
Poole, Miss Lizzy Stuart, Mrs. H. Barnby, and Messrs. 
Marriott, Whiffin, and Barnby. Instrumentalists, violin, 
Mr. John Day ; viola and concertina, Mr. W. H. Birch ; 
violoncello, Mr. Horatio Chipp ; and pianoforte, Mr. John 
Birch. The whole' of the performances were of a most 
satisfactory character, the audience testifying by their 
applause the pleasure they felt at the eflbrts of their enter- 
tainers, and showing that they appreciated the spirited 
enterprize of their worthy organist. 



